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La Salle to honor its Olympians
Joe Verdeur
In commemoration of the 40th 
anniversary of Joe Verdeur’s (’50) 
winning a gold medal in the 1948 
Olympics, La Salle University will host a 
dinner honoring all its Olympians. The 
dinner, in conjunction with a reception, 
will be held October 14 , 1988 as a part of 
the Homecoming festivities.
"The Hall of Athletes dinner is 
traditionally held on the Friday night of 
Homecoming Weekend," explained Jim 
McDonald, Director of Alumni Affairs. 
"The Hall of Athletes committee voted in 
May not to have an induction this year, 
but rather because it is an Olympic year, 
to honor La Salle’s Olympians. This 
decision was then endorsed by the Board 
of Directors of the Alumni Association."
A reception will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
around Kirk Memorial Pool in Hayman 
Hall, followed by dinner at 8:00 p.m. in 
the ballroom of La Salle Union. Those 
interested in attending the dinner should 
contact the La Salle University Alumni 
Office at (215) 951-1535. Tickets are $35 
per person.
Verdeur won the gold medal in 
London with an Olympic record of 2:37.3 
in the 200-meter butterfly. A life-long 
Philadelphia resident, Verdeur broke 19 
world records and 21 American marks. 
He earned 20 National A.A.U. 
championships and four intercollegiate 
titles.
A member of the La Salle Hall of 
Athletes, Verdeur is considered one of the 
top swimmers from the first half of this 
century.
In addition to Verdeur, 10 other 
former La Salle Olympians and two 
Olympians from Seoul will be honored. 
Three-time Olympian Ira Davis (’58), 
who competed in the triple jump in the 
1956, 60 and 64 Olympics, will be in 
attendance. Davis is also a former track 
coach at La Salle. Al Cantello (’55), the 
former world-record holder in the javelin 
and a 1960 Olympian, rounds out the 
track honorees.
Gold-medalists Stan Cwiklinski (’66) 
and Hugh Foley (’66), members of the 
eight-man crew in 1964 join Verdeur as La 
Salle’s only other gold medal Olympians. 
Other crew members to be honored at the 
dinner include two-time Olympian 
William Belden (’70) and John McIntyre 
(’50).
Diane Moyer (’80) and Kathy 
McGahey (’82), both members of La 
Salle’s national championship field hockey 
team in 1980, were members of the 1984 
USA field hockey team which won a 
bronze medal. Moyer was also a member 
of the 1980 team which did not compete in 
Moscow due to the US boycott.
Michael Brooks, another member of 
the 1980 USA team which did not 
compete, will also be honored. Brooks, 
the Eastman Player-of-the-Year, was 
named captain of the 1980 basketball 
squad.
Edwin Borja (’80), and Eric Buhain 
both La Salle swimmers are natives of the 
Philippines. Borja swam in the 1976 
Olympics, while Buhain, who is entering 
his sophomore year at La Salle, will swim 
in Seoul.
The final honoree is not a former 
student, but a current staff member, Diane 
Bracalente. Bracalente, who is the 
Assistant Director of Student Life, plays 
defense for the USA field hockey team.
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New Head Coaches Named In Three Sports
BASEBALL
BOB VIVIAN
Bob Vivian was named the head 
baseball coach at La Salle University by 
Athletic Director Bob Mullen. Vivian has 
served as an assistant at La Salle for the 
past two years under Gene McDonnell, 
who retired July 1 ,  1988, after 30 years as 
head coach of the Explorers.
La Salle was 47-40 with Vivian as an 
assistant coach.
"It’s a great honor and thrill to be a 
representative for La Salle," Vivian said. 
"We do have a strong baseball tradition 
and I do hope to continue that tradition, 
carry on and build from that.
"With the help and assistance of the 
athletic department and our 
student-athletes, I think we can carry La 
Salle to even a higher level."
Vivian has been the coach of the 
Rachuba Baseball Club, a semi-pro team, 
for 10 years. He was an assistant baseball 
coach at Olney High School from 1975-86 
and an assistant at Temple University 
from 1967-70.
Vivian played three years of varsity 
baseball at Temple and served as 
co-captain of the team for two seasons.
A 1967 graduate of Temple 
University, Vivian also has his master’s 
degree from Temple. He is currently 
teaching health and physical education at 
Olney High School in Philadelphia.
CROSS COUNTRY & TRACK
JIM GULICK
Jim Gulick, former head track coach 
at North Penn High School, was named 
Head Cross Country and Track coach at 
La Salle University by Athletic Director 
Bob Mullen. Gulick replaces Jim 
Gavaghan, who resigned recently.
"I am looking forward to working 
with the fine people at La Salle 
University," Gulick said. "My plans are 
to develop a track and cross country 
program that will enhance the great 
reputation of the La Salle University 
sports program."
A 1958 graduate of Temple 
University, Gulick was the IC4A Pole 
Vault Champion in 1954. Gulick also 
holds a Master’s degree from Temple.
A veteran of 30 years of coaching in 
the high school rank, Gulick’s 1981 North 
Penn squad captured the Pennsylvania 
State Track Championships. Prior to 
working at North Penn, he taught and 
coached at Souderton High School.
Gulick, 55, is no stranger to the La 
Salle track personnel as his son James, a 
senior, is a hurdler-long jumper for the 
Explorers and holds the school 
pentathalon record.
A native of Lansdale, Pa., Gulick 
recently retired from his teaching and 
coaching position at North Penn High 
School where his cross country teams 
were undefeated in eight consecutive 
seasons.
FIELD HOCKEY
m a r y  McCr a c k e n
Mary McCracken, the former junior 
varsity field hockey coach at 
Germantown Academy, has been named 
the head field hockey coach at La Salle 
University. McCracken replaces Teresa 
DeVincent, who resigned to coach field 
hockey and lacrosse at Springfield High 
School.
McCracken is a 1979 graduate of 
Ohio Wesleyan University, where she 
majored in physical education and health. 
She was inducted into the Athletic Hall of 
Fame at Ohio Wesleyan in 1986 and was 
a four-time member of the Great Lakes 
First Team for field hockey. She also 
played basketball and lacrosse at Ohio 
Wesleyan.
An elementary physical education 
teacher and coordinator of lower school 
physical education at Germantown 
Academy, McCracken has a master’s 
degree from Ohio State University in 
physical education. While at Ohio State 
she served as an assistant field hockey 
coach.
McCracken is the coordinator of the 
PFHA Summer Hockey League, a 
summer league for Philadelphia area high 
school players. From 1983-86, 
McCracken was a coach for the National 
Field Hockey Festival, assisting in the 
selection and coaching of the team. She 
has also worked at several USFHA 
developmental camps.
R o b e r t  W e i d i n g e r  J o i n s  E x p l o r e r  S t a f f
As A s s i s t a n t  V a r s i t y  B a s e b a l l  C o a c h
Robert Weidinger, former assistant 
baseball coach at Temple University has 
been named assistant baseball coach at 
La Salle University. Weidinger, a native 
Philadelphian, has been employed by the 
Philadelphia Board of Education since 
1974 as both a teacher and a coach. 
During this time, he has coached track 
and basketball as well as baseball.
A graduate of Temple University, 
where he received a bachelor of science
degree in Education, Weidinger played 
baseball for the Owls and was selected as 
the All-Star shortstop in the College 
World Series. He has also played 
semi-professional baseball for 12 years. In 
addition, Weidinger has been an infield 
instructor for the Suburban Baseball 
Camp in Hatboro, PA for seven years.
At present, Weidinger is an employee 
of Furness High School where he is a 
teacher of Health and Physical Education
and head coach of the men’s basketball 
team as well. For the 1987 and 1988 
seasons, he served as head baseball coach 
for the Philadelphia Community College 
team.
Weidinger will join newly acquired 
head coach, Bob Vivian, for the fall 
season. "I’m excited about having Bob 
as my assistant. His experience as a 
player and coach brings a high caliber of 
quality baseball to La Salle.”
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Fall Sports Previews. . .
Goalie Paul Centofanti
MEN’S SOCCER
COACH: PAT FARRELL 
(2ND YEAR)
1987-88 RECORD: 11-6-2
The men’s soccer team will enter the 
1988 season with hopes of defending its 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference title. 
Pat Farrell will begin his second season as 
head coach for the Explorers. Last year’s 
team recorded an 11-6-2 overall record and 
a 6-1 mark in the conference. Returning to 
the Explorer’s starting lineup are 
midfielders Chris Vaughn and Mike 
Bradby (Jr-. Arch. Ryan/Philadelphia, PA), 
forward Joe Toner (sr., North 
Catholic/Philadelphia, PA) and goalie Paul 
Centofanti (jr., Council Rock/Churchville, 
PA). Vaughn led all scorers in 1987 with 
six goals and one assist for a total of 13 
points. As a sophomore, Centofanti 
recorded an outstanding 1.12 goals against 
average. Farrell looks forward to bringing 
in some top recruits to join his experienced 
squad. Among those recruits are Marc 
Eckert, Herb Lottier, Bob McCarthy, 
Georg Montag and Bill Pencoast.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
COACH: JEFF MARMON 
(7TH YEAR)
1987 RECORD: 1-10
Although the team was young and 
tallied only 1 win in eleven matches, Jeff 
Marmon’s women’s tennis team has hopes 
of using last season as a rebuilding one. 
On last season’s roster, Marmon boasted 
three freshman and no seniors. Returning 
players include captain, Meena Kumar (sr. 
Girls High/Philadelphia, PA), and Lori 
Schlosser (sr., Rancocas
Valley/Burlington, NJ) and last season’s 
number one singles player Kim Saab (jr., 
Salisbury/Allentown, PA).
WOMEN’S SOCCER
COACH: BETTY ANN KEMPF 
(3RD YEAR)
1987-88 RECORD: 10-9
Betty Ann Kempf will enter her third 
season as head coach for the women’s 
soccer team in 1988. Last year in only the 
second season as a varsity sport, Kempf
led the women to their first ever winning 
season with a 10-9 record.
Lisa McDermott (so., Arch. 
Wood/Hatboro, PA), who in her 
freshman year set several school records 
including goals scored (17) and total 
points (42) will be called upon to head 
up the scoring attack. Meg Cardie (so., 
Arch. Wood/Warminster, PA), who is 
second on the All-Time scoring list with 
11 goals and 31 points, will join 
McDermott in being the keys to success 
in 1988. The team’s third leading scorer, 
Anne Garrity (so.,Arch.Carroll/Narbeth, 
PA), will also be back to strengthen the 
Explorer’s lineup. Captain Toni 
D’Alessandro will provide leadership 
and experience on defense.
La Salle will do battle with some 
very tough teams this year as they face 
Rutgers, The University of Maryland, 
Princeton University and Adelphi. 
Competition begins on September 6th 
with a home game against Haverford.
VOLLEYBALL
HEAD COACH: JACKIE NUNEZ 
(1ST YEAR)
1987-88 RECORD: 14-25
Improving on last seasons 14-25 record 
is the top priority of new head coach Jackie 
Nunez. A graduate of Northewestern 
University, where she was an All-Big 10 
player, Nunez takes over at La Salle after 
having been an assistant coach at the 
University of Rhode Island for two years.
Nunez will bring her team back to La 
Salle in August to begin preparation for a 
very competative season. La Salle will see 
its toughest action against such teams as 
Temple and Villanova.
Returning players include All-Big 5 
selection, Meg Rankin (sr., Arch. 
Wood/Willow Grove, PA) and All-MAAC 
selection, Gayle Gumkowski (sr., 
Platt/Meriden, CT). Both will be called on 
to provide the necessary leadership 
throughout the season.
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Fall Sports Previews. . .
Tracey Edwards
CROSS COUNTRY
HEAD COACH: JAMES GULIK 
(1ST YEAR)
The name Jim Gulik is very familiar 
to La Salle cross country and track 
aficionados, however, this member of the 
Gulik family will serve as head coach, not 
athlete. James Gulik Sr. was named to 
head up La Salle’s cross country and track 
and field programs replacing Jim 
Gavaghan who was at the helm for nine 
seasons.
Last year’s men’s and women’s cross 
country teams posted some pretty 
impressive numbers and Gulik has much 
of the same in mind for his squad. La 
Salle men were 5-4  and captured first in 
the CTC Invitational while John Schwab 
(sr., Lansdale Catholic/Medford, NJ) was 
the Big 5 individual champion and helped 
pace La Salle to an overall second place in 
the race. La Salle women were once again 
led by Andrea Schwind (sr„ Lansdale 
Catholic/New Britain, PA). Schwind was 
voted Outstanding Athlete in Cross 
Country and Track and Field by the 
coaches. The women captured 5th in the 
MAAC meet and a 2nd in the La Salle 
Invitational.
Joining Gulik for their first year at La 
Salle are some top notch recruits. Added 
to the men’s roster this season are Derek 
Brown, Fran Hoey, Tom Schwind, Roger 
Leister and Chris Nejlia. The women will 
add Sheila Regan and Chris Clark to the 
roster for the 1988-89 season.
FIELD HOCKEY
COACH: MARY McCRACKEN 
(1ST YEAR)
1987-88 RECORD: 7-11-3
Under the direction of newly 
appointed head coach, Mary McCracken, 
La Salle’s field hockey team hopes to 
improve upon the 7-11-3 record it sported 
in 1987. McCracken comes to La Salle 
after a seven year-stint as an assistant 
coach for Germantown Academy. 
McCracken replaces Teresa DeVincent, 
who resigned at the end of last year to 
coach at Springfield High School.
Returning players who are expected to 
play a key role in the upcoming season are
Anne Richards (sr., Notre 
Dame/Stroudsburg, PA), who was last 
years high scorer with 10 goals; Terri 
Tipton (sr. Sussex Central/Seaford, DE) 
and Tracey Edwards (so., Bis. 
Shanahan/West Chester, PA) with six goals 
apiece. Tipton also led the team in assists 
last season as she recorded seven from the 
forward position. Tipton will serve as 
co-captain along with Gerri Lyons (sr., St. 
Joseph’s/Williamstown, NJ).
La Salle will many new faces this fall, 
among them are Coleen Buckley 
(Swedesboro, NJ), Amy Hovsey (Seaford, 
DE), Jennifer Miller (Southampton, PA), 
Gina Russo (Norristown, PA), Jeannie 
Sgro (Philadelphia, PA) and Tricia 
Valentine (Darien, CT).
Explorer Extras. . . Explorer Extras. . . Explorer Extras. . .Explorer Extras. .
Reeve Gets Scholarship
Cheryl Reeve, co-captain of the 
1987-88 La Salle women’s basketball team, 
has received a NCAA Women’s 
Enhancement Program post-graduate 
scholarship. Reeve, a member of both the 
MAAC and Big 5 All-Academic Teams, 
was one of just 10 such recipients from 
around the country.
Reeve, who was also the MAAC 
Scholar-Athlete Scholarship honoree, plans 
to attend La Salle University and study in 
the school’s MBA program.
The scholarship, which is renewable 
for a second year, is awarded based on the 
nominee’s intention to continue in the field 
of women’s athletics. Nominees are 
judged on their past academic and athletic 
careers.
Wilmoth Named Grad-Assistant
Sonya Wilmoth, holder of nearly all La 
Salle softball pitching records, has been 
named a graduate-assistant at West Chester 
University. Wilmoth, who is enrolled in 
West Chester’s graduate study program in 
Sports and Athletic Administration, will 
assist interim athletic director Sue Lubking.
Wilmoth, the MAAC softball 
Player-of-the-Year as a junior, is a 1988 La 
Salle University graduate. She has served 
this past summer as a student supervisor in 
Hayman Hall.
The La Salle Explorer is a 
publication of the Sports Information 
Office of La Salle University. This 
issue written and designed by: Beth 
Onufrak, Mac Yates and Sonya 
Wilmoth.
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Fall Sports Schedules. . .
MEN’S SOCCER
Coach: Pat Farrell
Sat. Sep. 3 Fair. Dickinson 1:00 PM
Wed. Sep. 7 Villanova 7:00 PM
Sat. Sep. 10 MANHATTAN 1:00 PM
Tue. Sep. 13 Drexel 3:30 PM
Sat. Sep. 17 HOLY CROSS 1:00 PM
Wed. Sep. 21 Lehigh 3:00 PM
Sat. Sep. 24 ST. JOSEPH’S 1:00 PM
Wed. Sep. 28 Seton Hall 3:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 1 Delaware 2:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 5 Temple 3:30 PM
Sat. Oct. 8 FORDHAM 1:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 12 PENN 3:30 PM
Tue. Oct. 18 ARMY 3:30 PM
Thu. Oct. 20 Iona 4:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 22 St. Peter’s 1:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 26 Monmouth 2:00 PM
Fri. Oct. 28 CLEVE. STATE2:00 PM
Sun. Oct. 30 Fairfield 1:00 PM
Wed. Nov. 2 Phila. Textile 2:00 PM
Fri. Nov. 4- MAAC Tournament
Sat. Nov. 5 (Fordham)




Sun. Sep. 4 Temple Tournament
Thu. Sep. 8 DELAWARE 3:30 PM
Sat. Sep. 10 Lafayette 1:00 PM
Tue. Sep. 13 TEMPLE 3:30 PM
Thu. Sep. 15 HOFSTRA 3:30 PM
Sat. Sep. 17 E. Ky. (Va. C.) 10:00 AM
Sun. Sep. 18 Va. Com. 12:00 PM
Tue. Sep. 20 Phila. Textile 4:15 PM
Sat. Sep. 24 WM. & MARY 1:00 PM
Tue. Sep. 27 Rider 3:30 PM
Sat. Oct. 1 TOLEDO 1:00 PM
Sun. Oct. 2 FAIRFIELD 1:00 PM
Thu. Oct. .6 CW POST 4:00 PM
Tue. Oct. 11 St. Joseph’s 4:00 PM
Sun. Oct. 16 ST. LOUIS 1:00 PM
Thu. Oct. 20 Lehigh 3:30 PM
Mon. Oct. 24 Bucknell 3:30 PM
Tue. Oct. 25 Ursinus 2:00 PM
Thu. Oct. 27 DREXEL 2:30 PM
Sun. Oct. 30 American 1:00 PM
Mon. Oct. 31 Loyola 2:00 PM
Tue. Nov. 1 VILLANOVA 2:00 PM
Thu. Nov. 3 WCU 2:00 PM
Home games at DeVincent Field
VOLLEYBALL
Coach: Jackie Nunez
Fri. Sep. 9- Temple Invitational
Sat. Sep. 10 (Philadelphia, PA)
Thu. Sep 15 Laf./Fordham 7:00 PM
Sat. Sep. 17 St. Pete’s/S. Hall 1:00 PM
Thu. Sep. 22 Allen./C. Hill 7:30 PM
Sat. Sep. 24 BLOOMSBURG 4:00 PM
Sun. Sep. 25 KUTZTOWN 1:00 PM
Sun. Oct. 2 Big Five (Pennsylvania) 
vs. Temple 1:00 PM 
vs. Pennsylvania 3:00 PM 
vs. Villanova 6:30 PM
Tue. Oct. 4 Drexel 3:00 PM 
Vill. (at Drexel) 5:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 8 Fordham 11:00 AM 
Lehigh 3:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 12 Rider 7:00 PM
Tue. Oct. 18 West Chester 7:00 PM
Fri. Oct. 21- Hofstra Invitational
Sat. Oct. 22
Wed. Oct. 26 Phila. Textile 7:00 PM
Fri. Oct. 28- UMBC Classic
Sat. Oct. 29
Sat. Nov. 5- MAAC Championships
Sun. Nov. 6 (Holy Cross)
Home matches at Hayman Hall
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Coach: Betty Ann Kempf
Tue. Sep. 6 HAVERFORD 4:30 PM
Wed. Sep. 14 Kean 4:00 PM
Sat. Sep. 17 DELAWARE Noon
Wed. Sep. 21 MARYLAND 4:00 PM
Wed. Sep. 28 MONMOUTH 4:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 1 Army 7:30 PM
Sun. Oct. 2 Iona 2:00 PM
Tue. Oct. 4 Kutztown 4:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 8 Adelphi Noon
Wed. Oct. 12 St. John’s 5:30 PM
Sat. Oct. 15 F& M 4:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 19 Rutgers 7:30 PM
Fri. Oct. 21 MRLND(Balt.) 3:30 PM
Sun. Oct. 23 Princeton 1:00 PM
Tue. Oct. 25 MERCER C.C. 2:30 PM
Fri. Oct. 28 MARYMOUNT 2:30 PM
Tue. Nov. 1 Villanova 3:30 PM




Thu. Sep. 15 MONT. C.C.C. 4:00 PM
Mon. Sep. 19 CH. HILL 4:00 PM
Thu. Sep. 22 RIDER 3:30 PM
Mon Sep. 26 G. MERCY 4:00 PM
Wed. Sep. 29- MAAC Championships
Thu. Sep. 30 (West Side Tennis Club)
Mon. Oct. 3 GLASSBORO 4:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 5 St. Joseph’s 3:00 PM
Fri. Oct. 7 VILLANOVA 3:30 PM
Mon. Oct. 10 ROSEMONT 4:00 PM
Wed. Oct. 12 PH. TEXTILE 4:00 PM
Sat. Oct. 15- West Chester Tournament
Sun. Oct. 16 (West Chester, PA)
Tue. Oct. 18 EASTERN 3:30 PM
Sat. Oct. 22 Drexel 1:00 PM
Tue. Oct. 25 West Chester 3:30 PM
Home matches at La Salle Courts
CROSS COUNTRY
Coach: Jim Gulick
Sat. Sept. 10 Lafay. Inv. (MW) 10:00 AM 
Sat. Sept. 17 at Fordham/Brown/Penn/
PhilaTextile/Monmouth (M) 11:00 AM 
Delaware Inv. (W)12:45 PM 
Sat. Sept. 24 a t Delaware/Princeton 
/Rider/Lehigh (M)
Fri. Sept. 30 Nat. Cath. (M&W)4:00 PM 
(Notre Dame)
Sat. Oct. 15 BIG FIVE 11:00 AM 
Sat. Oct. 21 MAAC (M&W)
(Van Cortlandt Park, NY)
Sat. Oct. 29 CTC Championships (M&W) 
(Van Cortlandt Park, NY)
Sat. Nov. 12 IC4A Championships (M) 
ECAC Championships (W) 
(New Caanan, CT)
Home meets at Fairmount Park’s 
Belmont Plateau
N am e_____________________________________________________ Class of
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A MESSAGE FROM BOB MULLEN, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
The excitement which surrounds La Salle’s athletic program should be shared by all former varsity athletes, alumni, parents 
and friends dedicated to the success of the University. This excitement should register with all 22 varsity sports. This newsletter 
will keep you informed of what La Salle’s current student athletes are accomplishing, of upcoming events, and of what the needs 
are for the total program.
We encourage you to continue your support for your sport, and to attend varsity matches wherever and whenever you can, 
and special functions which that sport sponsors. This newsletter and other University functions will give the Athletic 
Department a chance to administer a booster program within NCAA guidelines. Each sports’ alumni can continue to operate its 
own separate group under this "umbrella."
You can show your renewed support by subscribing to this newsletter, which will be published monthly during the 1988-89 
school year. The cost is $25.00 for one year. This will entitle you to receive the newsletter, a lapel pin which recognizes you as 
a supporter of La Salle Athletics, and information about and invitations to special functions of your particular team and of the 
Athletic Department.
Athletic Department 
La Salle University 
Hayman Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19141
